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{84 Agricultural K Commercial Reports. [^"S- 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From July 2CWS, to Aagutt 20M, 1814. 

No favourable change in the weather has taken place since the last report. Abun- 
dance of rain has fallen during the last three weeks, accompanied by cold winds re- 
sembling more the first months of spring, than the beginning of harvest; the crops 
of course are ixtremely backward, and in all probability will be more deficient in quali- 
ty than they have been fur several years, as it is generally remarked that the grain, 
is seldom productive in a cold wet season. 

The late planted potatoes in retentive soils have been so drenched with rain, that 
it was impossible to dress the land in a suitable manner, and the present appearance 
of them, d«'es not afford much reason to expect a productive cr;ip. 

The flax nas been much laid down by the heavy rains, and will not come to that 
state of ripeness and maturity that would be likely to make it a wood crop. 

In many parts ot the country the wheat crops appear to be raiher thin, and the 
complaints of blast, continue to be made in various quartets. 

The late crops of hav have suffered much by the rain ; a great deal is yet to make, 
and the weather ha* been such, that the trouble and expense attending it greatly ex- 
ceed* what lias been experienced for several years back. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Tut succession of failures continues to depress our domestic trade ; ffw pur- 
chases are made except to supply immediate necessities. To the failures in the grain 
a«d provision trades, some extensive failures in the cotton trade have succeeded, 
fctid houses possessing property more than sufficient to answer their engagements, are 
obliged to come to a temporary stop from a difficulty to make good their pay- 
ments, their usual channels being interrupted through tie bankruptcies of others. 
Evtrv additional occurrence proves that the system of paper credit was too widely 
extended. All things went on smoothly, until credit received a sudden shock, by oc- 
currences arising from the unexpected termination of the war, and now the wonder 
is how so fragile a system existed so long. It was not real wealth which circulated, 
but onlv the fictitious appearance of it. The merchant, the manufacturer upheld 
respectively his system of finance, and the delusive expedient of drawing and re- 
drawing bills for a time kept the wheel* going round : the banker encouraged the 
system because he had his discounts, and put more of his paper into circulation, 
until the re-artion of peace on our commercial relations caused the bubble to burst 
to the disappointment and injury of many. 

The failures have extended to Scotland. In Leith, the number of bankrupties 
has been great. A formidable run was made on the Scotch bankers, some of 
whom have been unable to stand their ground. Their system of paper credit had 
been unwarrantably extended ; the amount of their bills on London was very great. 
Country banks in some parts of England, as in Lincolnshire and Leicestershire, and 
at Taunton and Wthh Pool have stopt, occasioning great distress in the respec- 
tive neighbourhoods. In Ireland the failure of the Gahvay bank has added to the 
distress of the times The bank of Ffrench & Co. have endeavoured to quiet the fears 
of their .creditors, bv shewing a favourable statement of their affaits. 

Peace has not brought the return of the continental market. We still suffer, and 
most probably miiit long continue to suffer from the effects of the war in which we 
have been engaged, and of which many were so fond. The heavy taxes, which have 
arisen from the war, hang as a millstone on our commerce, our manufactures, and 
on every part of our domestic situation. From this cause, Britain cannot diminish 
the duties on imports. Herce a bar arises to exportati6ns to the continent, because 
our heavy taxation will not permit an exchange of commodities by an equal and mo- 
derate tariff, or a reciprocal low rate of duties. Other countries will not agree by a 
commercial treaty to receive our manufactures at a low duty, when theirs are charge- 
able with a high duty. Our manufactures go out to the continent loaded with their 
enormous share of the taxes. From the conjoint operation of these two effects, pro- 
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ceeding from the same cause, they cannot come into competition with the domestic 
manufactures on the continent, which have greatly improved during their seclu- 
sion from receiving their former accustomed supply from Britain. These are great 
drawbacks on the highly vaunted commercial prosperity of Britain, and will proba- 
bly be permanent. They arise from causes not likely to be speedily removed, for 
the expences of the interest of the mighty national deb!, and of a very high peace 
establishment still remain. 

The loss of the American market is alio severely felt. Here also is a repetition of 
similar blunders. The war has rendered the continent of Europe to a great extent 
independent of British manufactures. The United States of North America have lat- 
terly made as rapid strides in the same direction, so that peace will not be likely to 
restore with them commercial relations as fully as they existed before the war. 

Th<"se prospects according to the usual cant of objectors, may be said to be gloomy. 
Are they not real i Must delusion always be practised to lead a nation hoodwinked 
to its ruin, although the nation likes to be thus deceived ? But whether people will 
go on blindfolded, or open their eyes to their situatiou, the result of the present cri- 
sis seems likely to lead to a state in which from heavy taxes, the increased expences of 
the ankles even of prime necessity influenced by taxation, and the diminished facility of 
making money resulting from the same causes, many people must descend some steps 
lower from the raukthey have held in life, and accommodate themselves to the exigen- 
ces of the times. They must abridge themselves of some of the comforts, and of many 
of the luxuries, to wtiich they have been hitherto accustomed. 

Gold bullion has fallen, and silver has risen, during the last and present month. It 
is said that seven shilling-pieces are in England making their appearance again In cir- 
culation. It is still doubtful whether a return to a gold circulation will take place on 
the 25th of March next, the period at which the Bank restriction act expires, unless 
it shall be previously renewed. The expenditure of an army in the Netherlands stilt 
remains, and commercial exchange is against Britain. 

tn the investigations which have taken place in the committee of both houses of 
parliament, to examine into the corn trade, some very curious aud important circum- 
stances have been disclosed. It appears from the evidence, that corn can be raised in 
Poland at very low rates, by the great landowners, with whom the grain is frequently 
so great a drug, that in spring they begrudge the expense of rcstacking that part 
wtiich may have been injured by the winter rains. The peasant eats little of the train 
which his labour is employed to raise. A large surplus thus remains to.be exported, on verV 
low terms, owing to the poverty of the country, and the depression of the lower ranks. 
In England an increase of rent, unavoidable on the part of the landlord from his inci eased' 
expences, owing to the taxes, is but the smallest part of the tenant's burden. Tiihi s are 
increased. Labour is nearly doubled, as also the expense of farming materials from 
the saddier, smith, &c. To these must be added, the farmer's own increased expen- 
ses, all arising from the great source of misery, the taxes occasioned by the war. 
These burdens can only be slightly lessened. The war for the pre?ent is at an end" 
but its effects remain. While things are in this state, corn cannot be afforded on low 
terms in Eugland, without ruin to the farmer. Manufactures cannot fiud a market 
abroad. They go loaded al*o with taxation, and with the effects of the high prices of 
grain used by those engaged in the production of them. If foreign grain is imported 
the farmer suffers. If it is prohibited, the manufacturer is injured. To sucii a dilem* 
ma, or choice between difficulties has the war reduced the landed and manufacturing 
interests of the state. 

Exchange on London has kept through this month, without much variation, at about 
S per cent. 



CELESTIAL PHENOMENA. 

FOR SEPTEMllKR, 1814. 

On the 3d, 'the .Moon rises below the three first stars of the Ram, to the north of 
■•er; and, just after she has passed the meridian, she passes the first sixteenth of the 

Whale. 



